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A comparative study of symbolic kugyol in the
Hwa'eom mun'ui yogyeol mundap and the
morphology of the eighth century Silla language

Park, Yong—sik

This paper discusses the role of symbolic kugyol (fF5%H3#) found in the text
of the Hwa'eom mun'ui yogyeol mundap ZFERELEEPEE (Sato edition),
specifically those markings on the middle of the left side of a Chinese character
(in the position 21(-)). These are compared with certain grammatical
morphemes used in eighth century Silla idu texts, since the Hwa'eom mun'ui
yogyeol mundap was written by a Silla Buddhist monk. The main function of
the 21( +) marking has previously been understood to represent the objective
case, However, this paper argues that the 21(-) marking indicates both the
sound of a final consonant and a connective verb suftix which shows a cause
and effect relationship. It is also argued that the very simple system of the
symbolic kugyol of the Hwa'eom mun'ui yogyeol mundap is closely related to
the simple system of early Japanese kunten, which was originally adopted from

Silla,

Keywords: Hwa'eom mun'ui yogyeol mundap, symbolic kugyol, eighth century,

idu, grammatical morphemes, kunten
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